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, churchmen. John Milton stood far above the other
pamphleteers, but even in his works there is a rancorous
ness against the church, which must have convinced many of
the hopelessness of any compromise. His tract, Of Reformation
Touching Church-Discipline in England, appeared in June 1641,
and may be taken as a fair sample of the attacks upon Angli-
canism that were then prevalent. The clergy, said Milton,
through the
'fraud of deceivable traditions,... backslide one way into the Jewish
beggary, of old cast rudiments, and stumble forward another way
into the new-vomited paganisme, of sensuall idolatry attributing
purity, or impurity, to things indifferent, that they might bring the
inward acts of the spirit to the outward, and customary ey-service of
the body, as if they could make God earthly, and fleshly, because
they could not make themselves heavenly, and spirituall.'1
He then denounced the altar, 'pageanted about, like a dreadful
idol', which since it had been railed in had become a 'table of
separation' between priest and congregation. But it was for the
bishops that Milton reserved most of his vituperation. They
had driven free-born Englishmen and good Christians across
the ocean, where the savage deserts of America could shelter
them. They had by the Book of Sports urged men forward to
'gaming, jigging, wassailing, and mixed dancing', and they had
tried to force upon Scotland what England was weary of—'the
skeleton of a Mass-book5. Probably to the reader the implied
comparison with the Book of Common Prayer was most offen-
sive. So long as the attack was concentrated on the Laudian
bishops there was little dissension. But to assail the form of
* service was to arouse enmity. Here the churchman definitely
parted company with the man who demanded extempore
prayers and the abolition of all ritual. Moreover every form
of reverence seems to have become obnoxious to some of these
fanatics. In the streets of London the clergy were bawled
after, as There goes a Jesuit, a Baals priest, an Abbey-lubber,
one of Canterburies whelps.,. Divers ministers have had the
surplisse torne from their backes and well they scap'd with
their skins.'2
It was inevitable that the parliamentary cause should suffer
from the extravagances of its more extreme supporters.   Sir
* P. a.	a Cheshire, p. 14.

